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ForewordForeword
“Don’t it always seem to go that you don’t know what you’ve got ‘til it’s gone…”

–Joni Mitchell

B
rooklyn-born and unable to tear myself away from “The City,” I have always 
considered myself a New Yorker, even after migrating across the Hudson. 
When the leaves are off the trees, I can see the Empire State Building from my 
kitchen window. Ever since seeing the movie “Fail Safe” as a child, I jokingly 
referred to that landmark as “Ground Zero.” Who thought we’d ever be using 

that term to describe any area of New York City in the manner intended? 
This collection of images and articles have been assembled as a loving 

tribute to my city. It’s a search for meaning and an expression of sorrow and hope. 
Take from it what you will. 

–  Tracey Lawrence
September 2001
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T
uesday morning, September 11, 
2001. I had received an email 
from one of my students saying he 
was unable to complete that day’s 
assignment for a murky reason. Was 

it okay if he did the assignment in class 
today? Resisting the impulse to answer “Is it 
okay if you don’t pass the course?”, I asked 
him if he was having diffi culty locating a 
particular item and sent him a resource 
for the tool in question. I shut down and 
packed up my PowerBook. I was due at 
City Tech in Brooklyn at 10AM.

I left my home in Little Ferry, NJ at 
9AM. What a gorgeous day. I made good 
time on the Turnpike. Passing through the 
toll plaza around 9:10, I plainly saw the 
World Trade Center engulfed in smoke and 

fl ame. I kept asking myself what building 
that could possibly be. I proceeded to 
495 and turned on the radio. I wondered 
why they were playing the report of the 
Hindenburg disaster. As I rolled toward the 
viaduct for the Lincoln Tunnel, traffi c halted 
and the truth fi nally hit me. The World Trade 
Center had been hit by hijacked jumbo jets 
and the world would never be the same. 

People stuck on the ramp ahead 
took the initiative to get out of their vehicles 
and let those of us further back know that 
the tunnel had been closed. We all cooper-
ated to help each other get off the ramp. 
By 10:30, I was home.

Four days later, my husband and 
I took the Waterways Ferry into New York. 
The following images chronicle our visit.

All photographs ©2001 Tracey Lawrence



The new look of the skyline: from the Weehawken Ferry, 
you can take in the entire island. All that was left of the 
Twin Towers was the smoke.





Military helicopters ruled the 
air space.







Finally, a legitimate use for the 
NYC towing docks.



Volunteer tent city next to 
Javits Center.



Chelsea Piers have become rescue central.



Ambulances from everywhere line up and wait 
to help. Sadly, few are actually called.





News trucks from all over the US and Canada were 
parked along the West Side











Collateral Damage indeed.



Good point.





The sign on top of the demolished police car says “They’ll Get Theirs”.





Street 
shrines have 
blossomed 
everywhere.



The look on her face 
really says it…





A cute shop 
lets their 
freak fl ag fl y 
along with 
Old Glory



At 
Washington 

Square Arch, the print 
taped to the fence in the 

foreground reminds of us how 
this view SHOULD appear.





AppendixAppendix

A
s one who gathers so much information from the internet, I’ve accumulated 
a number of “clippings” from various news organizations and received 
emails containing bits of inspiration and humour. I’ve included them here as 
a kind of scrapbook for those who may not have seen all of these items and 
to give this collection a context for the future. Please note that these are 

credited where the author is known. Images that follow are assumed to be “public 
domain” as they have been widely circulated on the internet.



Terror attacks hit U.S.
September 11, 2001 Posted: 1457 GMT

NEW YORK (CNN) -- Terrorists 
struck the United States Tuesday 
morning in harrowing, widespread 
attacks that included at least three 
commercial jet crashes into significant 
buildings.

• In the first attack, a plane hit the 
north tower of the World Trade 
Center in Manhattan shortly before 9 
a.m., followed by another plane into 
the second tower about 20 minutes 
later. Both towers later collapsed. 

• American Airlines Boeing 767 that 
had been hijacked after take-off from 

Boston. American Airlines told CNN that it lost two planes in "tragic accidents," 
one leaving Boston with 81 passengers and 11 crew aboard, and the second 
leaving Washington Dulles airport with 58 passengers and six crew aboard. Both 
planes were en route to Los Angeles

• About an hour later, a plane crashed into the Pentagon in Washington, part of 
which later collapsed.

• Sources say a second plane was heading toward the Pentagon; F-16 jets were in 
the air monitoring it.

•  The Pentagon, the White House, the State Department, the Justice Department, 
the Capitol, the CIA and all other government buildings in Washington 
evacuated. 

• In the first ever national ground stop of aircraft, all flights nationwide have been 
stopped at their departure airports. 

• All international flights were diverted to Canada. 

• Israel has evacuated all its missions around the world.

• President Bush cancelled an appearance in Florida to return to Washington, 
calling the crashes "apparent terrorist attacks" and "a national tragedy."

• In Chicago, the Sears Tower was evacuated; United Nations in New York 
evacuated.

• The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta was evacuated.

• The New York Port Authority said it had closed all bridges and tunnels into the 
city.

• New York's Bellevue Hospital was designated command central for handling 
the catastrophe. Several hospitals have already reported receiving victims with 
burns and head injuries.

• Large plane crashed 80 miles south of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, but it was 
unknown if this crash was connected to terrorist attacks.

• U.S. stock markets were closed after the New York attacks. 

People walk away from the World 
Trade Center as ash rains down.  

Terror attacks hit U.S.
September 11, 2001 Posted: 1457 GMT

9/11/01 11:34 AMCNN.com - Terror attacks hit U.S. - September 11, 2001
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Day of terror in N.Y., Washington
  
Planes crash into
Trade Center;
explosion rocks
Pentagon

  

An explosion rocks World 
Trade Center Tower 1 as 
Tower 2 burns from a 
previous plane collision.

 

MSNBC STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

 NEW YORK, Sept. 11 — Americans reeled in horror 
Tuesday as the worst terrorist attack in U.S. history saw 
two planes crash into the World Trade Center, toppling 
the twin 110-story towers and possibly taking thousands 
of lives. An explosion later rocked the Pentagon in 
Washington, where the White House and all other 
federal buildings were evacuated. Military jets patrolled 
the skies while the FAA grounded all civilian aircraft 
nationwide, but not before reports of another plane 
crashing in Pennsylvania. President Bush vowed to ìhunt 
down the folks who committed this act.”

     
     

  
ëPeople were 
screaming and crying, 
afraid to go outside 
because of the falling 
debris.í
— MARTIN WOLK
MSNBC.com reporter

       THE FATE OF those in the twin skyscrapers was not 
immediately known. Authorities had been trying to 
evacuate the thousands of people who work in the towers 
when they collapsed, trapping rescuers and workers. Much 
of Manhattan was being evacuated.
       “I have a sense it’s a horrendous number of lives lost,” 
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani said. “I don’t know yet. Right 
now we have to focus on saving as many lives as possible.”
       At the Pentagon, officials said an aircraft crashed into 
part of the sprawling complex. Walls were later seen to 
have collapsed.
       At the State Department, an earlier report of a car 
bomb proved to be unfounded.

9/11/01 11:52 AMDay of terror in N.Y., Washington
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       In New York, the aircraft struck minutes apart, 
starting fires and sending smoke billowing out of the 
skyscrapers. The top of the south tower later collapsed onto 
the street below.
       The first crash happened shortly before 9 a.m. ET.
       MSNBC.com reporter Martin Wolk, who was inside 
one of the towers, said the lights flickered and then a loud 
bang was heard. People panicked and started to flee the 
building.
       When they reached the lobby, smoke started to fill the 
building and people could see debris falling and many cars 
outside were damaged. “It was sheer pandemonium, people 
were screaming and crying, afraid to go outside because of 
the falling debris,” Wolk said. “We looked up and it looked 
like the top 20 floors were in flames.”
       Another bystander described a barrage of debris 
raining down on the sidewalk below. 
       Shortly after 9 a.m., a second aircraft was seen 
crashing into the other tower. Broadcast cameras already 
watching the scene filmed the second plane as it slammed 
into the tower and exploded in a huge fireball.
       A half hour later, President Bush made a brief 
statement to reporters, calling the disaster a “national 
tragedy” and attributing it to terrorists. He did not cite any 
specific terrorist groups but vowed to “hunt down the folks 
who committed this act.”
       The president, who had been in Florida, was en route 
back to Washington and an undisclosed location.
       U.S. military jets reportedly took to the skies to shoot 
down any unidentified aircraft, and congressional leaders 
were taken to secure locations. A plane was reported to 
have been circling the Capitol building before the 
evacuation.
       American Airlines later acknowledged that one of its 
flights had been hijacked Tuesday morning shortly after 
leaving Boston en route to Los Angeles.
       The second plane might have flown out of Newark, a 
U.S. official said, speaking on 
       condition of anonymity.
       In Pennsylvania, a commercial aircraft carrying 90 
people crashed shortly after takeoff. It was not clear if it 
was liked to the terrorist attacks.
       In New York, much of Manhattan was evacuating as 
rescuers tried to regroup after the trade towers collapsed.

Click on the image for reports of 
the terrorism attacks.

       The center was the scene of an earlier terrorist attack: 
the Feb. 26, 1993, bombing that killed six people and 
injured more than 1,000 others. Terrorist Ramzi Yousef 
and three others were convicted of orchestrating the attack. 
Three other indicted co-conspirators remain at large.
       Traffic entering New York City from New Jersey was 
at a standstill approaching the Holland Tunnel as motorists 
stood outside their cars watching the fire.
       Across the country, highrises like Chicago’s Sears 
Trade tower were being evacuated as a precaution. 
Buildings were also being evacuated in London.
       
       
        

The Associated Press contributed to this report.
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  World Trade 
Center collapses 
in terrorist 
attack
 
 

Associated Press

 

    NEW YORK, September 11 - In a horrific sequence of destruction, terrorists 
hijacked two airliners and crashed them into the World Trade Center in a coordinated 
series of attacks Tuesday morning that brought down the twin 110-story towers.

 

An aircraft also crashed at the Pentagon, raising fears that the 
seat of government itself was under attack. 

ìI have a sense itís a horrendous number of lives lost,î Mayor Rudolph Giuliani said. 
ìRight now we have to focus on saving as many lives as possible.î

Authorities had been trying to evacuate those who work in the twin towers, but many 
were thought to have been trapped. About 50,000 people work at the Trade Center. 
American Airlines said its two aircraft were carrying a total of 156 people.

ìThis is perhaps the most audacious terrorist attack thatís ever taken place in the world,î 
said Chris Yates, an aviation expert at Janeís Transport in London. ìIt takes a logistics 
operation from the terror group involved that is second to none. Only a very small 
handful of terror groups is on that list. ... I would name at the top of the list Osama bin 
Laden.î

President Bush ordered a full-scale investigation to ìhunt down the folks who committed 
this act.î

Within the hour, an aircraft crashed on a helicopter landing pad near the Pentagon, and 
the White House, the Pentagon and the Capitol were evacuated.

One of the planes that crashed into the Trade Center was American Airlines Flight 11, 
hijacked after takeoff from Boston en route to Los Angeles, the airline said. American 
Airlines issued a statement saying it had ìlostî two aircraft -- Flight 11, with 92 people 
aboard, and Flight 77 from Washington to Los Angeles, carrying 64 people.

In Pennsylvania, United Airlines Flight 93, a Boeing 757 en route from Newark, N.J., to 
San Francisco, crashed about 80 miles southeast of Pittsburgh. The fate of those aboard 
was not immediately known and it was not clear if the crash was related to the 
disasters elsewhere. In a statement, the airline also said it was deeply concerned about 
another plane, Flight 175, a Boeing 767 bound from Boston to Los Angeles.

 

9/11/01 12:46 PMWorld Trade Center collapses in terrorist attack
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Authorities went on alert from coast to coast, halting all air traffic, evacuating high-
profile buildings and tightening security at strategic installations. The Situation Room at 
the White House was in full operation.

At the World Trade Center, ìeveryone was screaming, crying, running, cops, people, 
firefighters, everyone,î said Mike Smith, a fire marshal. ìItís like a war zone.î

ìI just saw the building I work in come down,î said businessman Gabriel Ioan, shaking in 
shock outside City Hall, a cloud of smoke and ash from the World Trade Center behind 
him. ìI just saw the top of Trade Two come down.î

Nearby a crowd mobbed a man on a pay phone, screaming at him to get off the phone 
so that they could call relatives. Dust and dirt flew everywhere. Ash was 2 to 3 inches 
deep in places. People wandered dazed and terrified.

Evacuations were ordered at the United Nations in New York and at the Sears Tower in 
Chicago. Los Angeles mobilized its anti-terrorism division, and security was intensified 
around the naval facilities in Hampton Roads, Va.

The planes blasted fiery, gaping holes in the upper floors of the twin towers. A witness 
said he saw bodies falling and people jumping out. About an hour later, the southern 
tower collapsed with a roar and a huge cloud of smoke; the other tower fell about a 
half-hour after that, covering lower Manhattan in heaps of gray rubble and broken 
glass. Firefighters trapped in the rubble radioed for help.

ìToday weíve had a national tragedy,î Bush said in Sarasota, Fla. ìTwo airplanes have 
crashed into the World Trade Center in an apparent terrorist attack on our country.î He 
said he would be returning immediately to Washington.

The crashes at the World Trade Center happened minutes apart, beginning just before 
9 a.m.

Heavy black smoke billowed into the sky above one of New York Cityís most famous 
landmarks, and debris rained down on the street, one of the cityís busiest work areas. 
When the second plane hit, a fireball of flame and smoke erupted, leaving a huge hole 
in the glass and steel tower.

John Axisa, who was getting off a commuter train to the World Trade Center, said he 
saw ìbodies falling outî of the building. He said he ran outside, and watched people 
jump out of the first building. Then there was a second explosion, and he felt heat on 
the back of neck.

An FBI agent said five or six people jumped out of the windows. Witnesses on the 
street screamed every time another person leaped.

People ran down the stairs in panic and fled the building. Thousands of pieces of what 
appeared to be office paper drifted over Brooklyn, about three miles away.

Several subway lines were immediately shut down. Trading on Wall Street was 
suspended. New Yorkís mayoral primary election was postponed. All bridges and tunnels 
into Manhattan were closed down.

David Reck was handing out literature for a candidate for public advocate a few blocks 
away when he saw a jet come in ìvery low, and then it made a slight twist and dove 
into the building.î

Terrorist bombers struck the World Trade Center in February 1993, killing six people and 
injuring more than 1,000 others.

ìA second occurrence is just beyond belief,î said Ira Furber, former National 
Transportation Safety Board spokesman.

ìItís just sick. It just shows how vulnerable we really are,î Keith Meyers, 39, said in 
Columbus, Ohio. ìIt kind of makes you want to go home and spend time with your family. 
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It puts everything in perspective,î Meyers said. He said he called to check in with his 
wife. They have two young children.

In New York, ìwe heard a large boom and then we saw all this debris just falling,î said 
Harriet Grimm, who was inside a bookstore on the World Trade Centerís first floor when 
the first explosion rocked the building.

ìThe plane was coming in low and ... it looked like it hit at a slight angle,î said Sean 
Murtagh, a CNN vice president, the network reported.

In 1945, an Army Air Corps B-25, a twin-engine bomber, crashed into the 79th floor of 
the Empire State Building in dense fog.

In Florida, Bush was reading to children in a classroom at 9:05 a.m. when his chief of 
staff, Andrew Card, whispered into his ear. The president briefly turned somber before 
he resumed reading. He addressed the tragedy about a half-hour later.
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Published Wednesday, 
September 12, 2001 in the 
Miami Herald

Published Wednesday, 
September 12, 2001 in the 
Miami Herald

W
e’ll go forward from this moment. It’s my job to have something to say. 
They pay me to provide words that help make sense of that which 
troubles the American soul. But in this moment of airless shock when 
hot tears sting disbelieving eyes, the only thing I can fi nd to say, the 
only words that seem to fi t, must be addressed to the unknown author 

of this suffering.
You monster. You beast. You unspeakable bastard.
What lesson did you hope to teach us by your coward’s attack on our World 

Trade Center, our Pentagon, us? What was it you hoped we would learn?
Whatever it was, please know that you failed.



Did you want us to respect your cause? You just damned your cause.
Did you want to make us fear? You just steeled our resolve.
Did you want to tear us apart? You just brought us together.
Let me tell you about my people. We are a vast and quarrelsome family, a 

family rent by racial, social, political and class division, but a family nonetheless. We’re 
frivolous, yes, capable of expending tremendous emotional energy on pop cultural 
minutiae – a singer’s revealing dress, a ball team’s misfortune, a cartoon mouse. We’re 
wealthy, too, spoiled by the ready availability of trinkets and material goods, and maybe 
because of that, we walk through life with a certain sense of blithe entitlement. We are 
fundamentally decent, though – peace-loving and compassionate. We struggle to 
know the right thing and to do it. And we are, the overwhelming majority of us, people 
of faith, believers in a just and loving God.

Some people – you, perhaps – think that any or all of this makes us weak. You’re 
mistaken. We are not weak. Indeed, we are strong in ways that cannot be measured 
by arsenals.

IN PAIN
Yes, we’re in pain now. We are in mourning and we are in shock. We’re still 

grappling with the unreality of the awful thing you did, still working to make ourselves 



understand that this isn’t a special effect from some Hollywood blockbuster, isn’t the 
plot development from a Tom Clancy novel. Both in terms of the awful scope of their 
ambition and the probable fi nal death toll, your attacks are likely to go down as the 
worst acts of terrorism in the history of the United States and, probably, the history of the 
world. You’ve bloodied us as we have never been bloodied before.

But there’s a gulf of difference between making us bloody and making us fall. 
This is the lesson Japan was taught to its bitter sorrow the last time anyone hit us this 
hard, the last time anyone brought us such abrupt and monumental pain. When 
roused, we are righteous in our outrage, terrible in our force. When provoked by this 
level of barbarism, we will bear any suffering, pay any cost, go to any length, in the 
pursuit of justice.

I tell you this without fear of contradiction. I know my people, as you, I think, do 
not. What I know reassures me. It also causes me to tremble with dread of the future. 
In the days to come, there will be recrimination and accusation, fi ngers pointing to 
determine whose failure allowed this to happen and what can be done to prevent it 
from happening again. There will be heightened security, misguided talk of revoking 
basic freedoms. We’ll go forward from this moment sobered, chastened, sad. But 
determined, too. Unimaginably determined.



THE STEEL IN US
You see, the steel in us is not always readily apparent. That aspect of our character 

is seldom understood by people who don’t know us well. On this day, the family’s 
bickering is put on hold.

As Americans we will weep, as Americans we will mourn, and as Americans, 
we will rise in defense of all that we cherish.

So I ask again: What was it you hoped to teach us? It occurs to me that maybe 
you just wanted us to know the depths of your hatred. If that’s the case, consider the 
message received. And take this message in exchange: You don’t know my people. You 
don’t know what we’re capable of. You don’t know what you just started.

But you’re about to learn.



A Tribute To The United StatesA Tribute To The United States
This, from a Canadian newspaper, is worth sharing. America: The Good Neighbor. 
Widespread but only partial news coverage was given recently to a remarkable editorial 
broadcast from Toronto by Gordon Sinclair, a Canadian television commentator. 
What follows is the full text of his trenchant remarks as printed in the Congressional 
Record:

T
his Canadian thinks it is time to speak up for the Americans as the most generous 
and possibly the least appreciated people on all the earth. Germany, Japan 
and, to a lesser extent, Britain and Italy were lifted out of the debris of war by 
the Americans who poured in billions of dollars and forgave other billions in 
debts. None of these countries is today paying even the interest on its remaining 

debts to the United States. When France was in danger of collapsing in 1956, it was 
the Americans who propped it up, and their reward was to be insulted and swindled 
on the streets of Paris. I was there. I saw it. 

When earthquakes hit distant cities, it is the United States that hurries in to help. 
This spring, 59 American communities were fl attened by tornadoes. Nobody helped. The 



Marshall Plan and the Truman Policy pumped billions of dollars into discouraged countries. 
Now newspapers in those countries are writing about the decadent, warmongering 
Americans.

I’d like to see just one of those countries that is gloating over the erosion of 
the United States dollar build its own airplane. Does any other country in the world 
have a plane to equal the Boeing Jumbo Jet, the Lockheed Tri-Star, or the Douglas 
DC10? If so, why don’t they fl y them? Why do all the International lines except Russia 
fl y American Planes? 

Why does no other land on earth even consider putting a man or woman 
on the moon? You talk about Japanese technocracy, and you get radios. You talk 
about German technocracy, and you get automobiles. You talk about American 
technocracy, and you fi nd men on the moon – not once, but several times – and 
safely home again. 

You talk about scandals, and the Americans put theirs right in the store window 
for everybody to look at. Even their draft-dodgers are not pursued and hounded. They 
are here on our streets, and most of them, unless they are breaking Canadian laws, are 
getting American dollars from ma and pa at home to spend here. 

When the railways of France, Germany and India were breaking down through 



age, it was the Americans who rebuilt them. When the Pennsylvania Railroad and 
the New York Central went broke, nobody loaned them an old caboose. Both are 
still broke. 

I can name you 5000 times when the Americans raced to the help of other 
people in trouble. Can you name me even one time when someone else raced to 
the Americans in trouble? I don’t think there was outside help even during the San 
Francisco earthquake. 

Our neighbors have faced it alone, and I’m one Canadian who is damned tired 
of hearing them get kicked around. They will come out of this thing with their fl ag high. 
And when they do, they are entitled to thumb their nose at the lands that are gloating 
over their present troubles. I hope Canada is not one of those.” 

Stand proud, America!



WTC/SenseiWTC/Sensei
“Thousands of blossoms, red, brown,
 white, yellow, black scattered on ground
 made tender by their falling.”
“This human body, more fragile than
 the dew drops on the countless tips of
 morning grass.”
“My wailing voice is the bright
 September wind and in the dark night,
 silence speaks:
“I will die only when love dies and you will not let love die.”

–  Bonnie Myotai Treace, Sensei
Fire Lotus Temple,
Zen Mountain MonasteryWTC/Sensei



Proposed design of a new 
World Trade Center
(artist unknown)







In closing…In closing…
I leave you my prayer for my city, my nation, our people and the world – T.L.
May this terrible tragedy mark the beginning of a new world
Where freedom is never again taken for granted
May we fi nd the strength and resolve to stay vigilant without paranoia
May we learn the patience and humility necessary to cope with inevitable restrictions on 
our lifestyles in the pursuit of a safer world
May we practice tolerance of others and learn to recognize our friends, regardless of the 
way they look
May the term “road rage” be forever stricken from our national vocabulary
May our home-grown extremists learn to accept those who think differently than they do
That no doctor will ever again be slain for bravely showing compassion to women who 
have made extremely diffi cult choices; that no American citizen will ever again destroy 
other Americans
May we never forget the loss of the thousands who perished
The tears and anguish of those who survived and knew them well
The impossibly brave rescuers who gave their lives to help others
May we forever value and cherish the multitude of gifts with which we have been blessed.

Amen




